THE  THIRD  REPUBLIC

Thus once again Paris had decided on the country's behalf; the prestige
of the capital was such that the Government did not feel it could leave
the city, even though it was threatened with imminent siege. Cremieux
was sent as a delegate to Tours to organize provincial resistance; General
Trochu, in command of the Army of Paris, became head of the Govern-
ment, which thus indicated its dedication to military resistance. Jules
Favre was Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs; Gambetta,
Minister of the Interior. A manifesto addressed to the Powers asserted
that France would not yield an inch of her territory or a stone of her
fortresses.   A proclamation announced elections, but how could the
country be consulted?  A portion of it was occupied by the Germans;
many voters were with the colours; and a political battle in the face of the
enemy would risk a breakdown in solidarity. Already the country's unity
seemed tenuous.  Some men, Thiers among them, thought that France
would obtain better peace terras by negotiating at once, without con-
tinuing a war she could not win; others, like Gambetta, were inspired
anew with the Jacobin spirit of 1792 and argued that the Republic would
be invincible. On September I2th, the Government entrusted Thiers with
a mission to London, Vienna and Saint Petersburg; he was to sound the
attitude of the Powers towards France. Jules Favre met Bismarck at
Ferrieres, in the Rothschild castle, to discuss an armistice with an eye to an
election.   Bismarck required as prior condition the surrender of Stras-
bourg, Phalsbourg and Toul, and the occupation of the Paris forts; and as a
condition for peace, the ceding of Alsace and Lorraine. The provisional
Government refused to accept this shameful capitulation.   Gambetta
telegraphed the prefects: 'Paris, incensed, swears to hold out to the finish.
The departments must rise!* On September ipth, Paris was surrounded.
At Tours a group of fine men did its best to recruit armies, but it
lacked a leader; Cr&nieux was too old to act as a quickening force.
Suddenly, on October 7th, came the astounding news: 'Gambetta, having
left Paris in a balloon, has arrived at Amiens and is hastening towards
Tours.* At once the streets of that city filled; the renown of this young
tribune, his eloquence, and the drama of his flight moved everyone to
hope for- a change in luck. Gambetta's selections were excellent. For the
War Office he chose a young engineer, Charles de Freycinet, who worked
wonders; under the impulse of new and enthusiastic men, France ex-
pected to see once again the miracle of Du Guesclin and Joan of Arc.
Since in all Tours there was only one general staff map, fifteen thousand
photographic copies of it were rushed through; two regiments and a
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